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Agency: Department of Ecology AO # 25-15

Subject of possible rule making: The Department of Ecology is starting rulemaking for a new rule, Chapter 173-950 WAC.
These rules will clarify when a new program plan needs to be submitted and establish what the Producer Responsibility
Organization (PRO) pays to cover the agency’s costs of implementing, administering, and enforcing the program
requirements. Ecology will also consider clarifications to other aspects of the program including but not limited to performance
standards, annual reports, and reimbursable service provider costs.

Statutes authorizing the agency to adopt rules on this subject: Chapter 70A.208 RCW Solid Waste — Packaging and
Paper Products — Producer Responsibility

Reasons why rules on this subject may be needed and what they might accomplish: The Recycling Reform Act,
Chapter 70A.208 Solid Waste—Packaging and Paper Products—Producer Responsibility, passed in 2025. This statute
creates an extended producer responsibility (EPR) program for materials used to package consumer goods and paper
products. Ecology must adopt rules that will guide implementation of this new program. Washington is the seventh state to
adopt a packaging EPR program - a system where producers of covered materials pay fees to fund responsible end-of-life
management.

Identify other federal and state agencies that regulate this subject and the process coordinating the rule with these
agencies: N/A

Process for developing new rule (check all that apply):

0 Negotiated rule making

0 Pilot rule making

0 Agency study

Other (describe) Ecology will follow the standard process for the adoption of rules under the Administrative
Procedure Act (Chapter 34.05 RCW).

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before
publication by contacting:
(If necessary)

Name: Chris Fredley Name:
Address: Department of Ecology Address:
Solid Waste Management Program
PO Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Phone: 564-233-1615 Phone:
Fax: N/A Fax:
TTY: For Washington Relay Service or TTY call 711 or 877- TTY:
833-6341.

Email: RecyclingReform@ecy.wa.gov Email:

Web site: https://ecology.wa.gov/requlations-permits/laws-  Web site:
rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950

Other: Sign up to receive email notices: Other:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/
subscriber/new?topic id=WAECY 366
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Additional comments: Interested parties can stay informed about the rulemaking and public involvement opportunities as

described above. Ecology will extend an offer for government-to-government consultation with tribal governments during
each phase of rule development.

Ecology will conduct an Environmental Justice Assessment in accordance with RCW 70A.02.060 as a part of this rulemaking.

Date: 3/18/2026 Signature: P
Name: Peter Lyon 'u_-é‘f-/{ﬂfl/.' , fl_,b. I .y
Title: Solid Waste Management Program Manager L/
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